


The construction of a new sewer outfall in 1969 at Bulverhythe,

an area to the east of the Borough of Hastings and
St. Leonards, East Sussex

rekindled interest in a maritime catastrophe which occurred
on those shores in the eighteenth century,

At certain days during each year, the gnarled and blackened
ribs of the wreck of the Dutch merchant ship Amsterdam can be
seen profruding from the St. Leonards sands.

The curiosity of holidaymakers and residents alike is excited
by the sense of drama and history which attaches to
these skeletal remains, yet few people are sure of the identity
of the wreck or the circumstances behind the beaching of the ship.

Now that work is about to begin on further exploration of the
wreck with a view to ultimately raising her from the sands
in which she has rested for so long, this brochure has been
designed to record the origins of the Amsterdam.,
the company to whom she belonged and the actual wreck and
its aftermath.

A companion brochure will deal with the rediscovery in 1969
by William Press and Sons whilst working on the new sewer
and will also contain details of how the raising might be
carried out.

For a comprehensive account of the entire history of the
Amsterdam from the date of her launching in 1748 up to her
rediscovery, and for more technical details of the proposed

raising systems, the reader is recommended to consult
“The Wreck of the Amsterdam” by Peter Marsden

(Hutchinson, 1974) and for information on John Collier and
Hastings and St. Leonards in the past, “Historic Hastings”
by J. Manwaring Baines, r.s.a. (F.J. Parsons, 1 Q55)
both of which works were consulted during the preparation of
this brochure

All Aates ara ralarved 1o by the Gregorian calenda asduptad in 1752, theee years alter the wreck.
Thus the date = 26th January 1749 would have been by condemporany calculakion
15th January 1748,
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